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Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting, City Hall, Hamilton – 7 November 2012 

  
Present:  Rt. Wor. Graeme Outerbridge, JP, Chairman 
   Alderman Donal Smith, JP 
   Alderman Carlton Simmons, JP 

     Councillor Keith Davis 
     Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 
     Councillor George Scott, JP 
     Councillor Lawrence Scott  
             
 

Staff:   The Treasurer – Gary Edwards  
     City Engineer – Patrick Cooper 
     The Secretary – Ed Benevides, JP 
     Human Resources Manager – Lindell Foster 
     Communications Manager – Aderonke Bademosi 
     Assistant Treasurer – Tanya Iris 
     Events Project Manager – Danilee Trott 
      
  Apologies:  Alderman Gwyneth Rawlins, JP 
     Councillor Troy Symonds 
          
     
 
1. Public Presentation 

 
 There were no presentations from the public gallery. 

 
2. Review of Corporation Minutes of 4 October 2012 

 
The minutes were accepted as read. 
Proposed:    Councillor Davis   Seconded: Alderman Smith 
Unanimous 

 
3. Matters Arising 

 
Verbatim Minutes – The Secretary was to ensure all Staff Legislative & Governance 
Committee Members receive a copy of the verbatim text from the 14th August 2012 Staff, 
Legislative & Governance Committee Meeting.   
 
Vagrancy – Ongoing - The Mayor indicated that he is trying to get the members together to 
come up with a plan to address the issue.  He also said that there had been only one meeting 
held. 
 
Bermuda National Gallery (BNG) – The Secretary was to arrange a meeting with the Board 
Members and the Trustees of the BNG which has been set up for Thursday 8 November 2012 
at 3:00 pm. 
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4. Review of Committee Minutes 
 

(a) Infrastructure, Development & Future Committee – 8 October 
   

The Secretary said that there were two (2) Resolutions from the Committee. 
 
Councillor Davis stated that he observed the flow of tractor trailers turning south on to 
Front from Reid Street and the very wide turn involved. He queried the intent to have a 
change of the lane assignment, having 2 lanes coming off of Front Street heading up Court 
Street, travelling west on Reid to then turn on to the docks.  The City Engineer indicated that 
this is included in the intersection change and there will be three (3) lanes across to ensure 
the easiness of that turn. 

   
Alderman Simmons shared the same concerns in a previous Infrastructure meeting which had 
been deferred pending obtaining additional feedback to address the turn because it is 
currently convenient for trucks to normally to make their way back to Front Street on to King 
Street and then have access to the wide turning berth in front of the John Swan building. He 
shared further concerns about the intersection that it is not currently designed to take the 
trailers making that turn without impeding the traffic on the other side of the road.  He 
recommended postponement until the turning issues were addressed and the modifications 
should be at the same time as the change as opposed to making the change and then make the 
modification later.  
 
The City Engineer indicated that the change would go along with the improvements of Reid 
and Court Streets and would be done together and not forcing traffic down a corridor 
without accommodating them. 
 
Councillor Davis queried the three lanes.  When the vehicles are turning south onto Court 
from Reid they cannot negotiate the turn west on Reid, one to go over to Court Street.  The 
City Engineer advised that he can arrange to meet and go over the drawings which will indicate 
that the Stop Line will be placed back for the negotiating of the turns. 
 
RESOLUTION: That the Board resolve to approve that the flow of traffic on King 
Street is changed to one-way northbound between Front and Reid Streets.  
AMENDMENT TO THE RESOLUTION: The change is not to occur prior to the re-design 
of Reid and Court Streets. 

 
 Proposed:    Alderman Simmons  Seconded: Councillor Davis   
 Unanimous 

  
 RESOLUTION: That a power and water station to be installed at No.2 Dock 
 
  Proposed:  Infrastructure Committee  Seconded:  Councillor G. Scott 

Unanimous 
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Court and Dundonald Streets - Alderman Simmons stated that all members of the 
Infrastructure Committee had the opportunity to review the proposal.  He made the 
recommendation that the proposal be brought to the Council for review.  The Mayor 
suggested that the proposal be brought to  the next full Corporation Infrastructure meeting 
as a Resolution and not bring it to the table for a vote when it was not a minuted 
Infrastructure meeting.  He also said to get the resolution from the consensus of the 
committee and resolve it from the committee’s point of view. The Mayor said that this 
proposal can be brought as a recommendation from the Committee and carried forward to the 
next full Corporation meeting that will be held on 5 December 2012.  Alderman Simmons 
shared his concerns regarding the budget implications. The Treasurer said that he had put a 
figure against that project. 
 
Request from HSBC – Councillor Larry Scott asked for clarification regarding the purchase 
of two (2) parking bays in No. 1 parking lot for a charging station for electric cars.  The 
Secretary said that the Committee reviewed the proposal and indicated that HSBC would 
lease and pay a fee for the use of the spaces and not outright purchase. 

 
(b) Property & Safety Committee – 19 October 

 
Review of Venue Rental Application Forms  
 
In the absence of Councillor Symonds, The Secretary spoke to the modifications of the 
recommendation.  The Committee has reviewed the policy and has asked that the Board 
support the resolution to change those policies to indicate that religious ceremonies will 
be permitted on the steps of City Hall and corporate promotions will be allowed on 
Corporation of Hamilton property with the exception of City Hall. 
 
Councillor Larry Scott queried the rationale of the previous policy.   
 
The Events Project Manager alluded to her understanding from her predecessor that 
the rationale behind the policy regarding religious ceremonies was so that the Board and 
the City remained unbiased when it comes to religion and politics.  Regarding corporate 
promotions, the City did not want to appear biased in supporting some businesses and 
not others, remaining without bias. 
 
The Events Project Manager suggested that there should be two (2) separate 
resolutions because of two (2) separate policies, i.e. religious ceremonies (all properties) 
and corporate promotions (all properties with the exception of City Hall). 
 
ACTION:  To review the minutes reflecting the current policies. 
 
AMENDED RESOLUTION: To provide two (2) separate resolutions. 
 
Proposed: Councillor L. Scott   Seconded: Alderman Smith 
Unanimous 
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Alderman Smith supported the change.  
 
Alderman Simmons proposed that the discussion be moved to a restricted session.    
Before accepting the proposal, the Mayor indicated that he would like to discuss in an 
open meeting, not to religion but to the resolution of the removal of a restriction for 
using City Hall for the purpose that is outlined by the resolution.  
 
Councillor Davis commented that a discussion should be held at a caucus level before 
making a policy decision.  The Mayor recommended that this proposal be sent back to 
the committee and discussed in caucus and then discuss the second resolution at this 
time and withdraw the first resolution.  

 
The Mayor reiterated that the proposal was a well thought out recommendation put 
forward by the committee and was only seen as removing a barrier put in place by the 
previous policy. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  To defer the proposal to change the religious restrictions 
back to the committee. 
 
  Proposed: Alderman Simmons   Seconded: Councillor G. Scott 

    Unanimous 
 

RESOLUTION:  The committee recommends rescinding the policy that prevents 
corporate promotions on Corporation of Hamilton property with the exception of the 
grounds at City Hall. 
 
Proposed:  Property Committee   Seconded: Councillor L. Scott 
Unanimous  
 
Union Street 
 
There was a request from a business being set up to lease a small piece of property to 
install a bulk gas cylinder. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board approves that the Corporation of Hamilton 
lease a piece of property situated on Union Street and in this approval allows the 
technical officers to work through the contract details. 

 
 Proposed:  Property Committee   Seconded:  Councillor L. Scott 
 Unanimous 
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(c) Finance Committee – 17 October 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board resolves that the tenant in No.6 who has 
requested a short release for their contract, business is closing down and who has 
asked for an early release of their lease.  The Finance Committee is in full support 
of the recommendation. 
 
Proposed:  Finance Committee    Seconded: 

        Unanimous  
     

Alderman Simmons commented on the issue of having full disclosure and consideration in 
the sensitivity of some discussions and in future if members who have some feedback, 
questions or just required some further understanding, could possibly be put in a 
restricted session for discussion. 
 
The Mayor stated the criteria that goes into restricted sessions is being applied in this 
case.  The Secretary confirmed that there are a list of topics that are approved 
restricted polices and agreed that it would be inappropriate to place a recommendation 
before the committee that they did not have the information to make a decision on.  
Thus, the release of the package electronically is forwarded a week in advance so that a 
review can be done of the minutes and recommendations to be discussed with their 
colleagues to bring forward to the table. 

    
(d) Residents Advisory Committee – 26 October 

 
 No recommendations. 
 

(e) Business Advisory Committee – 5 October and 19 October 
 

  No recommendations. 
   
5. Any Other Business 

 
 Warwick Academy 350th Anniversary Proposal – The Mayor commented on a letter about the 

Warwick Academy Anniversary.  The Secretary advised that the letter was not received in 
time to forward to the members and would be directed to the appropriate committee for 
review – the Finance Committee as it involves a request for finances.    

 
 Councillor Davis commented on the time sensitive issue for the request as they have to act on 

the initiative the early part of next year and suggested that this request should be done in 
the restricted session today. 

 
 Parliamentary Prayer Breakfast- Councillor G. Scott spoke to the invitation of the 

Parliamentary Prayer Breakfast being held on Friday 16 November 2012 commencing at 7:25 
am – 9:00 am at the Fairmont Hamilton Princess.  Members were encouraged to respond to the 
invitation. 
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Renaming of City Hall Theatre - Earl Cameron Unveiling – The Mayor congratulated all the 
staff for the amazing job achieved during the event and said that it was a very special day for 
the city and history of Hamilton. 
 
 

The public part of the meeting closed at 1.20pm. 
 

 
 
 
______________________________  _______________________________ 
Date        Mayor 
 
 
 
        _______________________________ 
        Secretary 
 
 


